
DEPUTATIONS 
FOR 1976 

We always welcome opportunities to provide a speaker for Sunday 
services, mid-week gatherings, youth groups, ladies' organisations, etc. 

The Society's story is both exciting and challenging and, with slides or 
an audio visual, can be a very interesting and helpful part of any 
programme. 

Bookings can be made in 
Perth — The Revd. Ted Doncaster. 
Adelaide — The Revd. Blair Grace. 
Melbourne — The Revd. Barry Green. 
Sydney. — Mr. Laurie Calder, The Revd. Reg Langshaw, 

The Revd. Theo Hayman. 
Queensland — The Revd. Greg Ezzy. 
See the State Office Directory in this copy for 
addresses and 'phone numbers. 

State Office Directory. . . 
Federal Secretary — The Revd. T. J. Hayman. 
N.S.W. Secretary and Editor — The Revd. R. N. Langshaw. 
Asst. Secretary (N.S.W.) - Mr. W. L Calder. 
Financial enquiries — Mr. C. McLaughlin. 
B.C.A. House, 135 Bathurst Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 2000 
(02) 26-3164, 26-3780. Telegraphic Address: "Chaplaincy", Sydney. 

Victorian Secretary — The Revd. B. W. Green, 
3rd Floor, Clark Rubber Building, 196 Flinders Street, 
Melbourne, Vic. 3000. Phone: (03) 63-8962. 
Queensland Secretary — The Revd. G. Ezzy, 
P.O. Box 37, Dalby, Qld 4405. Phone: (074) 62-2071. 
Western Australian Deputationist — The Revd. E. W. Doncaster, 
Anglican Rectory, 49 Berkeley Crescent, Floreat Park, W.A. 6014. 
Phone:(092)87-1304. 
South Australian Secretary — The Revd. B. S. Grace, 
77 Beulah Rd., Norwood, S.A. 5067. Phone: (08) 42-2227. 

President — The Most Reverend, the Archbishop of Melbourne. 
Vice-Presidents — the Most Reverend, the Archbishop of Sydney, 
Bp. G. R. Delbridge and Mr. H. M. Bragg. 
Chairman of Council — Archdeacon R. G. Fillingham. 
Honorary Treasurer — Mr. R. T. Stokes. 
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OUR COVER 
Our cover picture shows the front entrance of the Boys' Hostel at Broken 

Hill. The actual address is: 182 Lane Street, Broken Hill. Who can estimate the 
number of times this gateway has been used since the hostel opened in 
1950? 

Laurie Calder says this picture brings back many memories. 

These 
Twenty 
Years . . . 

To friends and supporters of the Bush Church Aid Society the name of 
Laurie Calder is very familiar. Indeed to some Laurie is something of an 
institution for his association with the Society is one of long standing. 

Laurie began with B.C.A. in 1955. In that year with his wife, Pauline, and 
two of their children, he went to Broken Hill to take charge of the Boys' 
Hostel in that town. They remained there until 1959 when Laurie returned to 
Sydney to take up the position of Property Maintenance Officer and 
Deputationist for the Society. 

When Miss Rose Campbell resigned from the Mail Bag Sunday School, 
Laurie became its Director and continued in that position until 1971 when he 
became the Assistant Secretary (N.S.W.). What a story he could write of the 
experiences he has had and the changes he has seen in B.C.A. since he first 
joined the Society! 

Twenty years of continuous service! That is no mean record. We offer 
Laurie our sincere good wishes as he begins his twenty-first year and pray 
that God will continue to bless his ministry. 

STOP PRESS! 
We have just heard — 

• That Pam Eagleton has announced her engagement to Mr. Richard Crew. 
The wedding will be early in 1976. Our sincere congratulations Pam and 
Richard. May God's blessing continue with you. (Pam will be continuing 
with B.C.A.) 

• That the cost of producing B.C.A. badges has increased sharply. In future 
the price will be $1.00 each. 

2 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

I CAME 
I SAW ... 
AND 
FOUND 

Revd. Reg Clark, Paraburdoo, 
North West Australia 

"The next hottest place to Hell . . . 
too hot and dusty to live." Such were 
the comments of two parishioners at 
Green Valley (Sydney Diocese) when 
they heard that I was facing a 
personal and imminent call to the 
new mining town of Paraburdoo in 
the Diocese of North West Australia. 

These were not the first things I'd 
heard about this rugged and 
unfamiliar part of the continent for I 
had seen and heard the narrated 
pictorials of several B.C.A. deputa-
tionists who came with first-hand 
experience of the area. From all these 
I had the general impression that the 
ministry in the North West was 
tough and that one didn't commit 
oneself to it expecting it to be a 
"breeze". 

Perhaps it was the introduction in 
the little book, "Howell's Handy 
Hints" given me by Bishop Howell 
Witt that swayed me more than 
anything else to take the plunge and 
enter on such a ministry. The 
introduction didn't gloss anything 
over and made it quite apparent that 
in the North West the only ones who 
didn't come to make a quick "buck" 
were the clergy and that much of 

their problem stemmed from 
isolation and loneliness in spirit as 
well as state. Such timely warnings, 
however, were rounded off with a 
confident assertion that the area 
really wasn't Satan's total domain — 
God rules in the North West of 
Australia as He does in the most 
comfortable of suburban parishes or 
the most dignified of Cathedral 
cloisters. 

I "plunged" for what now seems 
little short of half a lifetime, although 
it has covered the space of just four 
years. To adapt a well known phrase, 
" I came, I s a w , . . . I found it tough." 
Found it tough psychologically 
because in a company town all its 
citizens tend to lean to the company 
for all their needs — their comfort; 
their sporting facilities; their social 
activities and amenities, as well as 
their promotions. So "big brother" 
claims first allegiance and for all 
practical purposes his will prevails. 
The clergyman who depends on this 
affluent benefactor for his water, 
electricity and general maintenance, 
has to walk the tightrope between 
prudence and integrity in the face of 
unchristian practice or decree. 



It's also tough physically. What 
city clergyman will accept a parish of 
three centres with a church, say in 
Sydney, one in Gosford and one in 
Maitland? A pastoral circuit of the 
outlying cattle stations involves a trip 
of a thousand kilometres. Recalling 
Paul's famous passage in II 
Corinthians 11 — I can say "a night 
and a half I have spent bogged in the 
mud; in travellings weekly; flat tyres 
often; boiling engines and empty 
radiators not infrequently and 
mechanical repairs time without 
number." 

It's tough spiritually. The numbers 
of Anglican lay folk who care for 
Bible Study or prayer could be 
numbered on less than two hands. 
The number of worshipping families 
is little better, despite the fact that 
most of them desire the fringe 
benefits of a local ministry such as 
Baptisms, employment references, 
etc. Of course it was all very different 
"back home", but here they don't 
get committed. These are just some 
of the experiences that can and do 
lead to spiritual depression. 

So why not leave them to their 
own devices? If to all intents and 
purposes it appears that the vitals of 
the Christian ministry as a whole 
seem not to be wanted, nor that they 
would be missed if suddenly 
withdrawn, why stay? Some real life 
illustrations may help to answer the 
question. 

I think of Tom, a senior company 
officer in one of the towns who until 
last December was in the grips of the 
alcohol habit. Reaching his all time 
" low" he sought pastoral counsel 
and found Christ. He's been "dry" 
for eleven months now and is 
exercising a new found talent for 
verse composition and is compiling 
an anthology. He also seeks to help 
others in a similar situation as he 
sorts out the tangles of his past life. 

Then there's Terry, a lad who 
initially drew my attention at the first 
school holiday camp we conducted. 
He was showing selected pages of 
The Little Red Schoolbook to some 
of the more naive young girls there. 
His mother at that stage was living in 
the town but not with his father. It's 
been a long continuing story — too 
long to tell here — but sufficient to 
say that mum and dad are back 
together, Terry has been Confirmed 
and is now being persecuted at work 
because he won't look at the porno-
graphic literature being thrust at him 
by workmates. Terry says he'd 
sooner read his Bible. 

There are other stories as we|l — 
all of them true - that could be told. 
Enough to say that I've found that 
Jesus' promise about the inheritance 
of houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, 
children and lands in the "here and 
now", Mark 10, verses 29-30, awaits 
only the obedience of His servants to 
the call of the outback ministry for 
their fulfilment. 
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B.C.A. and 
WILLOCHRA 

Celebrations in connection with 
the Diamond Jubilee of the Diocese 
of Willochra (South Australia) were 
held in November this year. B.C.A. 
was well represented at the special 
service which was held to mark the 
occasion. This was very appropriate, 
for the Society has had a close 
association with the Diocese since its 
very early days. The B.C.A. con-
tingent (if we may call it such) was 
led by the Federal Secretary. 

The first missioner to be appointed 
was the Reverend Neville Haviland 
who took up work in the Thevenard-
Murat Bay area in 1921. Since then 
there has been a long succession of 
missioners who served at Ceduna, 
Penong, Streaky Bay, Minnipa, 
Cowell, Cleve, Cummins, Orroroo, 
Quorn, Radium Hill, Tarcoola and 
presently at Coober Pedy and Leigh 
Creek with Cockburn and Olary 
being visited from Menindee in New 
South Wales. 

Nursing services have been 
provided in the Diocese since 
September 1925. This work grew 
and developed to such an extent that 
Ceduna became the centre of the 
B.C.A. Flying Medical Service. The 
first 'plane was dedicated in Sydney 
in January 1938 and the Service in 
South Australia was inaugurated in 
April of the same year. 



The Bishop of Willochra (left) chats informally with two B.C.A. missioners. 

The work expanded and played a 
most significant role in health and 
welfare of the people in the area 
which it covered. The Flying Medical 
Service continued until 1968. In that 
year and in view of new 
circumstances which had arisen, it 
was resolved that the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service of South Australia be 
asked to undertake the Society's 
aerial, medical and radio work as 
soon as possible. This decision did 
not mean the end of B.C.A.'s 
ministry in hospital work for its work 
has continued and still continues at 
the Bishop Kirkby Memorial Hospital 
at Cook and also at the hospital in 
Coober Pedy, with the more recent 
involvement in the medical work at 
Yalata Aboriginal Reserve. 

Hostel work was begun in the 
Diocese in 1944 and continued until 

1971 and B.C.A. was also involved 
for a time with the Old Folk's Home 
at Port Lincoln, providing staff and 
running the Home on behalf of the 
local community. 

It ought not to be overlooked that 
the Society also pioneered a School 
of the Air through its radio network. 

It will be seen that the extent of 
B.C.A.'s involvement in the Diocese 
has varied over the years, but it 
certainly has not diminished in its 
importance, for medical workers and 
missioners continue to play their 
special roles in their particular parts 
of the Diocese. 

B.C.A. certainly wishes the 
Diocese well and prays that God will 
continue to use the ministry of its 
Bishop, its clergy, and other workers 
to His continual glory and praise. 
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from the 
Federal Secretary 

Once more it is summer and it is 
hot — in some parts of Australia very 
hot. This is a circumstance shared by 
Bishops, our missioners and their 
families, the nurses, the hostel folk, 
Diocesan clergy and a whole host of 
other people in the oqtback parts of 
our land. 

It is in the realm of distances and 
long hours of travelling that Bishops 
and B.C.A. missioners have more 
than most to do — even more than 
most overseas missionaries. There is 
no special virtue in travelling long 
distances, but this is part of the price 
of the Gospel. Where there are 
people the missioner goes to give 
men and women the opportunity to 
hear the Gospel and the opportunity 
to worship. 

Many parishes have a branch 
church. For those in the city, the 
branch church would be a mile away 
or less. In the last issue of the "Real 
Australian" you may have read about 
Winton where Boulia is the branch 
church and is 240 miles (392 
kilometres) away. Do pray for our 
men as they travel this Christmas at 
cost to themselves in energy and 
time, so that many otherwise denied 
may have the opportunity to gather 
for worship with its ministry of the 
Word and Sacrament. 

Jesus came a long way too. It was 
not the physical distance but the 
change of realm. He became man 
"for us men and for our Salvation" 
God's Christmas gift. 

How far are you prepared to go for 
Christ? How far in concern and love 
and prayer? While the mission of the 
church is one for Christ's sake yet 
there is a wide call on our interest. 
The Wise Men, so we believe, came 
a long way to bring their best gifts to 
the Christ Child. May we be prepared 
equally to extend ourselves for Him. 

Christmas is a time for joy and 
rejoicing. In the Society we share this 
in a very real way. This year our joy 
and rejoicing is increased by the 
news of new missioners and a nurse 
who have been accepted for service. 
You will find information about them 
in another part of this issue. We are 
delighted to have two more 
volunteers who are being 
interviewed. 

For all God's goodness may His 
name be praised. 

Your friend, 



THE STAFF OF B.C.A. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT DURING 1975 

Prince Alexis of Russia was a man who had a deep concern for the poor who 
lived in squalor and ignorance in his land. His concern was especially with 
those who lived in an area near the palace which was his home. He made 
many attempts to help them by personal effort, but found that he could 
never really get close to them. The people kept themselves at a distance and 
so he could never get their confidence. 
Time passed and the people began to comment that they had not seen the 
Prince for some time. Indeed they almost forgot the Prince for a man who 
had in recent times come to live among them was occupying their attention. 
This man wore simple clothing; seemed to have no great wealth; ate the kind 
of things that the people ate and seemed to be just one of themselves. He 
became a kind of "ministering angel" for he was ready to give advice; to 
teach them; to help them face their problems; give simple medical care and 
generally to work for their uplift. When the people came to this man in their 
need he became their confidant and counsellor. It was not surprising that 
his work among them brought a change to the area. When people in other 
areas heard of what was happening they longed to have such a ministering 
angel of mercy come to live among them. 
Then came the day when the area was agog with the startling news that the 
"ministering angel" was none other than Prince Alexis. He was so 
determined to get close to the people to show his concern to help them, that 
he had left his Palace with all its grandeur, etc., and had really become 
"one" with them in their life and experience. 
Because the Prince had done this, the people had at last been able to see how 
much he had always wanted to help them and uplift them. 
At Christmas we remember that the God of Glory came and lived amongst 
men — to be one with them, sharing their life and experience (sin excepted). 
The babe who came at Christmas is the Prince of Life and we, by receiving 
Him and following Him, can know the difference that He can make in every 
part of our life. 
"Lord, we thank You that the Lord Jesus came to live amongst men; to 
share their lot and to minister to their needs. As we think of His coming with 
all the joy it brings at this time of year, may we never forget that He came to 
save and uplift us. In His Name we pray. "Amen. 

THE B.CA 
PRAYER 

0 Lord our God, help us to remem-
ber those who live in the remote 
parts of our land. We ask You to 
bless those whom You have called 
into the fellowship of The Bush 
Church Aid Society. Grant that, 
through the ministry of the Word 
and Sacraments, through healing, 
and through caring for the young, 
the message of Your redeeming love 
may be proclaimed, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A DAILY 
PRAYER 

0 God, we remember before You 
those whom You have called to 
Your service. We ask You to bless 

, assure 
them of Your Presence, and call 
others to stand with them in the 
task. Grant to them, as to us, the 
joy of service, the ability to achieve, 
and the serenity of Your peace, for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 



Prayer calendar 
and field staff directory. 

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY. The Rt. Revd. K. B. Mason. 
1 Pam Eagleton, Darwin. 

DIOCESE OF N.W. AUSTRALIA. The Rt. Revd. H. A. J . Witt. 
2 The Revd. Keith & Mrs. Monica Wheeler, Kununurra. 
3 The Revd. Robin Burnand, Derby. 
4 Newman. Port Hedland (grant) The Revd. Kevin Hall. 
5 The Revd. Bill & Mrs. Jocelyn Ross, Dampier. 
6 The Revd. Reg & Mrs. Beryce Clark, Paraburdoo. 
7 The Revd. Graham & Mrs. Helen Thurley, Exmouth. 
8 The Revd. Bill & Mrs. Joan Hoare, Murchison. 
9 Mr. Stan &• Mrs. Dorrie Hummerston, Geraldton — Diocesan Administrator. 

DIOCESE OF PERTH. The Most Revd. G. T. Sambell. 
10 The Revd. Arthur & Mrs. Anne Horrex, Kambalda-Norseman. 
11 W.A. Deputationist, the Revd. Ted Doncaster. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA. The Rt. Revd. S. B. Rosier. 
12 Sisters Dianne Kennaugh and Pat Watts at Cook Hospital, Sister Heather Heaver at 

Yalata Aboriginal Mission. 
13 Sisters Carol Allen, Michelle Blondel and Carol Mauger at Coober Pedy Hospital. 
14 The Revd. Barry and Mrs. Jenny Rainsford, Coober Pedy. 
15 The Revd. Robert and Mrs. Phyllis McEwin, Leigh Creek. 
16 SOUTH AUSTRALIAN Secretary and Deputationist, Adelaide, The Revd. Blair Grace. 
17 VICTORIAN Secretary and Deputationist, The Revd. Barry Green, Melbourne. 

DIOCESE OF TASMANIA. The Rt. Revd. R. E. Davies. 
18 The Revd. Ron and Mrs. Ann Robins, Zeehan. 
19 The Revd. Ted & Mrs. Morwen Watkins, Strathgordon. 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA. The Rt. Revd. B. R. Hunter. 
20 Mr. Jim &• Mrs. Ruth Stocks, Boys' Hostel, Broken Hill. 
21 The Revd. Chris & Mrs. Marilyn Gierke, Menindee. 
22 The Revd. David & Mrs. Carlene Eastway, Wilcannia. 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE. The Rt. Revd. R. C. Kerle. 
23 Ashford-Delungra-Tingha - The Revd. Noel & Mrs. Desley Boyce. The Revd. Kerry 

Medway (Assistant). 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON. The Rt. Revd. J . B. R. Grindrod. 
24 Queensland Secretary and Deputationist, The Revd. Greg Ezzy, Daiby. 
25 Moranbah — Revd. Brian Gibson, Locum Tenens. 
26 The Revd. Gil & Mrs. Marjorie Linden, Winton. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH QUEENSLAND. The Rt. Revd. H. J . Lewis. 
27 The Revd. Albert &• Mrs. Lareine Sage, Townview. 

GENERAL 
28 Staff replacements. The Federal Secretary, The Revd. Theo Hayman, The Council, 

State Committees. 
29 N.S.W. Secretary, the Revd. R. N. Langshaw, Assistant Secretary (N.S.W.) Mr. Laurie 

Calder, Box Secretaries, B.C.A. Supporters and Deputations. 
30 Office Staff N.S.W.: Mr. Colin McLaughlin, Misses Doris Smith and Pam Bell, 

Mesdames Joy O'Neill and Dora Warwick. Victoria: Miss Rosemary Renouf. 
31 National Home Mission Fund. 

• The Reverend Barry Rainsford and 
his wife Jenny are to leave Coober 
Pedy. Barry is to become the minister 
of the co-operating churches at Cann 
River in the Diocese of Gippsland. 
Long-standing supporters of B.C.A. 
will recall that Cann River had 
associations with the Society from 
1920 to 1964 through the nursing 
service which was centred there and 
the ministry of a B.C.A. missioner. 

Barry, Jenny, and their children 
will find many "differences" in their 
new sphere of life and ministry. We 
thank them for their ministry with 
B.C.A. and pray that God will 
continue to use and bless them as 
they serve in these new 
surroundings. 
• The Reverend Graham and Mrs. 
Helen Thurley will be moving from 
Exmouth to Paraburdoo in 1976. 
• On his recent visit to the parish of 
Kununurra, Bishop Witt visited the 
Aboriginal Reserve at Oombulgurri to 
conduct a Confirmation Service. The 
Reverend Keith Wheeler had 

instructed the elders, who in their 
turn, instructed and presented the 
candidates for Confirmation. The 
Bishop reports that the spirit and 
attitude of the candidates brought 
home to him the deep effectiveness 
of the ministry which is being 
brought to Oombulgurri by our 
B.C.A. missioner. 
• In recent weeks successful Rallies 
were held both in Adelaide and in 
Melbourne. The spirit at each of the 
gatherings reflected great interest in 
the work of the Society and will 
certainly deepen people's concern 
for it. The new audio visual — 
"Those Magnificent Men" was very 
well received and favourably 
commented on. 
• It has been most encouraging to 
welcome several new Box 
Secretaries in recent months. Box 
Secretaries have a vital role in the life 
and work of B.C.A. and we cannot be 
too grateful to them for all that they 
do to help. 
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• Bishop Witt gave valuable help to 
the Society during October when he 
was in Sydney for the meetings of 

II 



the Australian Bishops. He spoke at 
four gatherings during the week and 
preached in three parishes on 
Sunday, October 26th. We are 
grateful to the Bishop for this willing 
help and co-operation. 

• The Sydney Women's Auxiliary 
organises a series of prayer meetings 
for the work of B.C.A. These are held 
in various parts of Sydney in the 
homes of friends of the Society. 
Those interested in attending the 
meetings can find out about 
locations by 'phoning the office 
(26-3164). If anyone would like to 
begin such a meeting in their home, 
information can be obtained by 
'phoning the office or from Mrs. 
McLaughlin 82-1072. 

• "Our readers can do nothing better 
than to secure one of our 'Bark Huts'. 
This novel little collection box with 
an exterior suggestive of many 
homes in the country where the 
Society works, serves as an ad-
mirable witness for B.C.A. . . ." Such 
is the extract taken from a copy of 
the "Real Australian" of May 1922. It 
seems to be the first reference to 
"Bark Huts". We wonder (a) if any of 
our supporters still has one of these 
original boxes in their possession, 
and (b) who amongst our supporters 
has been using a collecting box for 
the greatest length of time. On a 
recent deputation a lady assured Reg 
Langshaw that she had been using a 
collecting box to contribute to the 
work of B.C.A. since the 1930s. 

NEW MISSIONERS 
remember? 

GIVE THANKS FOR 
NEW MISSIONERS 

The Reverend Robin G. Burnand 
Robin is to become the B.C.A. 

missioner at Derby in the Diocese of 
North West Australia in succession 
to Canon Bernard Buckland. Mr. 
Burnand was born in England and 
did his theological training in 
Australia, having been ordained in 
Perth. He has been serving in the 
parish of Kalgoorlie-Boulder and will 
begin his ministry in Derby in 
December. 

The Reverend Stephen Rigby 
Stephen, with his wife Pamela and 

their two children, have already 
moved into Blackwater in the 
Diocese of Rockhampton and have 
begun their ministry there. Stephen 
was born in Queensland and was 
educated in that State, but did his 
theological training in Melbourne and 
was ordained in that Diocese. Since 
1973 he served as the Rector of the 
parish of Pakenham. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

The Reverend David Eastway 
David is to serve in the parish of 

Wilcannia in the Diocese of Riverina. 
With his wife, Carlene and two 
children, he will be moving to that 
town in January 1976. David did his 
theological training at Moore College 
in Sydney and served curacies at 
Blacktown and Castle Hill in that 
Diocese. 
The Reverend Bertram (Bert) 
Wrightson 

Bert is no stranger to B.C.A. for he 
had early associations with the 
Society through the ministry of the 
Reverend Ben Lousada at Denmark 
in the Diocese of Bunbury. Bert was 
born in England but was ordained in 
Western Australia. Recently he has 
been acting as locum tenens at 
Derby. With his wife, Thelma, Bert 
will be moving to Exmouth early in 
1976 to become B.C.A. missioner 
there. 

The Reverend Noel Boyce 
Noel has been accepted by the 

Society to serve at Ashford-
Delungra-Tingha in succession to 
Peter Swane. With his wife, Desley 
and their three boys, Noel will begin 
his service in the parish in November. 
Noel comes from Tamworth, did his 
theological training at Moore College 
in Sydney and has served in 
Armidale Diocese since his 
ordination. He served as Vicar of 
Mungindi before transferring to 
Ashford. 

& A NURSING SISTER 
Sister Carol Mauger 

Carol comes from the parish of 
Revesby in Sydney. She is a double-
certificated nurse, having done her 
training in Sydney. She will serve at 
Coober Pedy in South Australia and 
take up duties in December. 

13 



THINKING 
FINANCE 

^L ti^ ^L ^L ^L ^L 

Anyone involved in the handling of 
money who can look back over 
twenty years cannot help but be 
impressed with the way in which the 
value of money has changed. Week 
by week we are confronted with this 
fact as necessary shopping is done 
and other goods are purchased. Our 
dollar will not buy as much meat or 
groceries or vegetables and certainly 
not as much petrol. It has become 
quite a common thing to hear people 
say "money doesn't go as far these 
days". We are being made very 
aware of the fact that money has 
changed in value, but we are not 
always totally aware! There are some 
significant blind spots and not least 
of these is to be found in the way in 
which people think of the work of 
God and its support. 

So many times giving remains at a 
more or less constant level as far as 
amounts are concerned, but too 
often it is not realised that less can be 
done with what is being given. An 
amount of ten dollars given in 1970 
did a lot more than that same sum 
given in 1975. 

In B.C.A. the matter of income and 
expenditure is one of daily concern 
and recently we took the trouble to 
look into figures relating to the last 
three years. Here it was found that in 
the period expenditure had increased 
by $119,000 or 61 %. This can seem 
to be a rather startling figure, but it 
has to be considered against the 
background of the increases which 
have come in some of the items of 
expenditure. The cost of cars for 
example has increased by up to 60% 
and stipends for clergy and office 
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staff have been at the same level of 
increase or even greater. The cost of 
producing the "Real Australian" in 
three years has risen by over 100%. 
Over against this it was found that 
supporter income (money from box-
holders, offertories, donations, 
special appeals, etc.) has increased 
by $38,000 or 3 1 % . 

The figures quoted above show 
that if you look at supporter income 
on its own, you can draw encourage-
ment from the increase and 3 1 % is 
quite significant. However, such an 
increase falls far behind the 
escalation in costs. We don't realise 
sufficiently the way in which inflation 
affects the work of God in societies 
such as the Bush Church Aid 
Society. 

It is true that we have received 
generous amounts from legacies 
which are another helpful form of 
giving to the work of the Society. 
These helped tremendously — but 
again it must be remembered that 
such items cannot be counted on 
too heavily as a continuing source of 
income to help meet a budget figure. 

We feel that in all fairness these 
facts should be brought to the 
attention of those whom we count as 
our friends and supporters. But this 
does not mean that we are either 
despondent or despairing. God is 
faithful — the whole history of B.C.A. 
testifies to it. We praise God for His 
faithfulness and we thank Him too 
that His people are faithful. Like St. 
Paul, we thank God and take courage 
(Acts 28:15) as we press on with our 
service. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY 
FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER 

The B.C.A. Fellowship unites staff and supporters in prayer and interest. 
Regular bulletins are issued detailing current prayer requests of field staff. 

I wish to become a member of 
the B.C.A. Fellowship and 
undertake, with God's help, to: 

• Pray regularly for the work of 
B.C.A. and its members; 

• Learn all I can of the spiritual 
needs of Australia and of the 
efforts of B.C.A. to meet them; 

•Support the work of B.C.A. 
financially and to use every 
opportunity to make the 
purpose and work of B.C.A. 
more widely known. 

Detach and fill in this form and send to: 
The B.C.A.F. Secretary, 
135 Bathurst Street, 
Sydney. 2000 
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 

Revd 
Mr. 
Mrs. 

NAME_Miss 

ADDRESS. 

.POSTCODE. 

SIGNED- . DATE_ 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 

If the Society does not have your current mailing address 
would you please complete this form and return to us as 
soon as possible — 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss, Revd.) 

Old Address 
(Please Print) 

New Address. 
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